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Distinguished Auburn Alumni 



l^R. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN THOMAS ’15 graduated in medicine at 
Emory University in 1917 after leaving Auburn. At present he is 
College Physician at A. P. I., after having served as assistant in that 
capacity for a five year period beginning in 1923. 

Dr. Thomas is a member of the Phi Beta Pi Medical Fraternity, and 
an honorary member of Lambda Chi Alpha social fraternity. He is also 
a member of the Lee County Medical Society and the American Medical 
Association. He is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Auburn. 

Since 1921 Dr. Thomas has held a commission in the National Guard. 
For the five years preceding his connection with A. P. I., Dr, Thomas prac¬ 
ticed medicine at Opelika, giving up that practice to return to his Alma 


L W. SPRATLING ’86 was born in Chambers County, Ala., August 11, 
• 1867, and there received his early education. He entered Auburn 

as a sophomore in ’83, graduated in the general course three years later. 
While in college he was made a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity, 
and was active among members of the Wirt Literary Society. 

After leaving Auburn he taught school in Perry County, latei entered 
the University of the City of New York, graduated with the degree of 
M. D., and entered the Navy as assistant surgeon. Lieutenant, Jr. Grade, 
DR. B. F. THOMAS ’15 1890. He served there 31 years going through all the grades and re¬ 

tired on his own application in 1921. 

Mr. Spratling saw active service during the Spanish American War, the Philippine War, the Boxer Rebellion, the 
Vera Cruz uprising in 1915. He commanded the Naval Hospital at Norfolk, Va., the Navy’s largest, during the World 
War. He saw service in the Canal Zone as Chief Sanitary Officer in 1903, and in 1905 went to New Orleans for 
special work during the yellow fever epidemic. In 1908-09 he was on the U. S. S. Missouri on a world cruise, and in 
1914-15, was Fleet Surgeon of the Atlantic Fleet. 

In 1921 he retired with the rank of Captain, and is at present farming in Chambers County. He was married in 
1898 to Marian Virginia Cooke, daughter of Rear Admiral Cooke of Philadelphia, and has two children: Margaret, mar¬ 
ried to Captain Erskine of the Marines; and Sarah, who was graduated in agriculture at Auburn in 1922 and married J. 
K. Kirkwood, Jr., of the same class. Mrs. Kirkwood’s death last year was a great shock to all who knew her. 


¥ T. McLURE ’09 was found dead on his job with the South Carolina 
Highway Department at Ehrhardt, S. C., March 24. Those who knew 
him best say he had three loves: his home, his work, and Auburn. 

He was born at Chester, S. C., in December in 1888, and went to school 
in Columbus, Ga. Entering the G. M. A. in 1903 he made the baseball 
and football teams in ’04, ’05, and ’06, graduating that latter year. He 
entered Auburn as a sophomore and became identified here with ath¬ 
letics, winning a letter in football in 1906, 1907, and 1908; in basket¬ 
ball in 1907, 1908, and 1909; and serving as captain of the 1908 champion¬ 
ship team. He was a member of Kappa Alpha, and graduated in civil 


engineering. 

In 1917, after eight years in his profession, he entered the World War, 
and went overseas with the first detachment to be sent to France as 
First Lieutenant, Co. E, 1st Regiment, 1st Engineers, 1st Division. He 
was in every first engagement in the war in which the first U. S. soldiers 
were first meeting the Germans. After a severe wound at Cantigny, he 
was promoted to Captain, Co. F, First Engineers, recovering in time to 
rejoin his outfit and see service in the Argonne advance. He was later 
with the Army of Occupation. 

Mr. McLure was awarded the Croix de Guerre for bravery and distin¬ 
guished service. Upon returning home with his regiment, he was honor¬ 
ably discharged. He then again took up his profession as highway engi¬ 
neer which he carried on until his death. 



J. T. McLURE ’09 
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Plans for Thirty Class Reunions Completed; 
Conferring of Degrees to Follow on May 19 


F inal plans were completed 
for the return of hundreds of 
graduates for Alumni Day, 
May 18, at a recent meeting of the 
local alumni chapter in Smith Hall. 
Thirty classes are scheduled to hold 
reunions, this being the largest num¬ 
ber ever to gather back at Auburn 
for this purpose. 

Numerous committees were ap¬ 
pointed by Homer Wright ’07 local 
chapter president, to attend to the 
many details of entertaining the re¬ 
turning grads. J. V. Brown ’94, ex¬ 
ecutive secretary of the general 
alumni association, predicted that the 
reunions would far surpass any thus 
far staged at Auburn. No detail, he 
said, is being overlooked by the local 
chapter members to make the visits 
of returning alumni pleasant and 
worthwhile. 

A meeting of the newly-appointed 
Alumni Council composed of 100 
representatives from local Auburn 
clubs over the country will be held 
on Sunday evening. May 17. At 
this time problems of alumni inter¬ 
est will be discussed. 

The Hon. William M. Williams ’96, 
distinguished Auburn graduate of 
Washington, D. C., will deliver the 
Alumni Oration at the annual meet¬ 
ing in Langdon Hall. Alumni Presi¬ 
dent Haygood Paterson of Mont¬ 
gomery will preside. 

A special feature of the meeting 
will be the formal presentation of a 
portrait of the late Dr. B. B. Ross 
’81, by Thomas Bragg ’01, of Bir¬ 
mingham. The portrait will be ac¬ 
cepted by Judge Frank C. Dillard ’75, 
of Sherman, Texas. It will then be 
presented to the college, and Presi¬ 
dent Knapp will make the speech of 
acceptance. The Ross portrait will 
be hung permanently in the Ross 
Chemical Laboratory, which stands 
as a monument to the great work and 
long years of service at this institu¬ 
tion by Dr. Ross. 

Following the annual business ses¬ 
sion, Coach “Chet” Wynne is sched¬ 
uled to address the assembled alumni. 
Later a mammoth barbecue luncheon 
will be attended by the graduates in 
the Alumni Gymnasium. 


Following the luncheon, each of 
the returning classes will hold meet¬ 
ings in various buildings, after which 
they will end with a tour of the 



J. HAYGOOD PATERSON 
Who, as president of the Alumni Associa¬ 
tion, issues a cordial invitation to all the 
old grads to attend the Alumni Day Exer¬ 
cises on Monday, May 18. 

campus in automobiles furnished by 
local alumni, and the annual Festi¬ 
val of Lights will be held in the eve¬ 
ning. The Auburn Band, directed 
by P. R. Bidez, will give a concert at 
this time in front of Langdon Hall. 

The Auburn Board of Trustees 
and President Knapp will attend the 
alumni meeting in body. 

Thirty class reunions will be held 
on that day, according to arrange¬ 
ments made by Dr. J. V. Brown, ex¬ 
ecutive secretary of the Alumni As¬ 
sociation. The classes are: 1880, ’81, 
’82, ’83, ’84, ’85, ’86, ’87, ’88, ’89, 
’90, ’93, ’94, ’95, ’96, 1900, ’01, ’02, 
’06, ’07, ’08, ’12, ’13, ’14, ’18, ’19, 
’20, ’24, ’25, and ’26. 


H. K. Clements, of Collinsville, 
class of 1876, and others of the 
early days at the Alabama Polytech¬ 
nic Institute, expect to be present 
for the alumni program, Mr. Brown 
said. And there will be many more 
of the “Old Guard”. 

Alumni reunions are being propos¬ 
ed on a larger scale than ever before, 
he added. It is expected that dur¬ 
ing the day separate meetings will be 
held of the different reunion classes 
present. These will be in addition to 
the general alumni session which will 
be presided over by Haygood Pater¬ 
son, Montgomery, president of the 
Auburn Alumni Association. 

President Knapp has extended a 
special invitation to alumni to come 
back to their Alma Mater on this 
occasion. Invitation is extended to 
parents, relatives, and friends of the 
senior class to attend the commence¬ 
ment exercises. 

Monday evening there will be the 
festival of lights, a band concert, and 
other features, concluding the alum¬ 
ni day. 

Tuesday, May 19, will be the day 
to which seniors have looked forward 
since they entered college four years 
ago. On that day those who have 
completed the required work will re¬ 
ceive their degrees. They will be 
conferred by President Knapp fol¬ 
lowing the baccalaureate address. 
There are 225 candidates for degrees. 

Following the conferring of de¬ 
grees special honors will be announc¬ 
ed and awarded, bringing the 59th 
commencement exercises at Auburn 
to an end. 

Immediately thereafter, the new 
graduates will leave Auburn to be¬ 
gin the different lines of work for 
which they have been trained during 
the four years at Auburn. They will 
enter various fields of engineering, 
agriculture, chemistry, architecture, 
pharmacy, science and literature, 
home economics, veterinary medi¬ 
cine and other fields. 

Examinations for juniors, sopho¬ 
mores, and freshmen will be held af¬ 
ter commencement. 
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Flying Mishaps Analyzed 

l^ersonal Errors Cause ^iftj'SeiPen 'Ter (?ent of (Airplane cAccidents, Says Lx. Uolney Q. ^inch, 
Tro/essor of (Aeronautics. cAlarvelous 'Development of AntuStalling Devices J^lglv 
‘taking Dace eAlakes flying cACuch Safer, SHe Relieves. 


W HEN PAUL REVERE rode 
on a certain historic night, 
the fate of a nation rode 

with him. 

But when the youth, Constantine, 
galloped across Europe from the 
headquarters of Galerius, the Roman 
military dictator in the east, fifteen 
hundred miles to join his father, Con¬ 
stantins, Caesar of the west, the fate 
of a world rode. . . 

Young Constantine, when he made 
his ride across Europe, was the Lind¬ 
bergh of that day. His journey is one 
of the major achieve¬ 
ments of youth in his¬ 
tory’s pages, just as the 
Lindbergh flight will go 
down in the century’s rec¬ 
ords. 

That was a day when 
the horse had no trouble 
with his laurels; he was 
the supreme factor in 
speedy and long-distance 
travelling. 

Today, the eyes of 
youth and the world are 
very much on the air¬ 
plane. The times are call¬ 
ing for white wings that 
never grow weary, but 
that will carry one over 
the land and the sea. 

Naturally, the element 
of safety is uppermost in 
considering the new mode of travel, 
that may yet become the principal 
mode of travel. 

As is ventured by Lieut. V. C. 
Finch, professor of aeronautical en¬ 
gineering at Auburn, airplanes have 
arrived at a stage where their use¬ 
fulness is no longer limited by their 
performance. Their usefulness at 
the present stage of development ap¬ 
pears to be limited only by the few 
inherent troubles associated with 
their operation. 

Safety in Operation 
To increase the degree of useful¬ 
ness of airplanes, two ways are open: 
an entirely new type, such as the 
Autogiro, with its steep angle of de¬ 
scent and low landing speed, may be 
developed; or the existing shortcom¬ 
ings of the present type may be tak¬ 
en up, one by one, and overcome by 
devices developed for such purposes. 
The Auburn expert asserts: 


By NELSON M. SHIPP 
Columbus Ledger-Inquirer 

“Much emphasis and regulation 
have been given to safety of airplane 
operation in the last few years. So 
much, in fact, that many doubtful 
elements that could be eliminated 
have been excluded from air trans¬ 
portation. The governmental author¬ 
ities established for the purpose of 
governing and restraining commercial 
airplane operators have the situation 
well in hand, and air transportation 


is as well regulated as any other class 
of transportation. 

“Human carelessness, negligence, 
and inexperience are perhaps under 
better control in air travel than in 
any other form of mechanical trans¬ 
portation. Improved training meth¬ 
ods, increased experience on the part 
of aeronautical engineers resulting 
in better equipment and careful study 
of the causes of accidents have 
brought about a decrease in the num¬ 
ber of accidents, despite the fact that 
there has been a considerable increase 
in the amount of flying done. 

“Out of every hundred mishaps to 
airplanes, fifty-seven are due to per¬ 
sonal errors, twenty-eight to power- 
plant or structural failures, four to 
weather, three to unsafe conditions of 
terrain of landing fields, two to other 
miscellaneous causes, and six to un¬ 
known causes. 


“Accidents due to personal errors 
are usually associated with involun¬ 
tary stalling of the airplane. Much 
has been said about the impossibility 
of a competent pilot stalling his 
plane. It is true that the skilled avia¬ 
tor is always instinctively aware of 
flying speed when flight conditions 
are normal, but the fact remains that 
the above-mentioned analysis reveal¬ 
ed a number of cases in which skilled 
and experienced aviators, concentrat¬ 
ing on other difficulties, have inad¬ 
vertently stalled their planes and 
crashed. 

What Happens 

“Stalling with conven¬ 
tional wing sections,” de¬ 
clares Lieut. Finch, and 
the layman struggles here 
a bit with technical lan¬ 
guage, “occurs at extreme 
angles because of a rapid 
decrease of lift with a 
rapid increase of drag as 
the plane approaches the 
stalling angle. When the 
lift ceases to balance the 
airplane’s weight, a down¬ 
ward acceleration takes 
place which results in a 
curved path of the center 
of gravity of the plane 
which tends still further 
to increase the angle of 
incidence. This increased angle causes 
the center of pressure on the wings 
to move so far forward of the cen¬ 
ter of gravity that the ensuing stall¬ 
ing couple cannot be overcome by the 
elevators and the plane then falls 
with or without autorotation. 

“When the ailerons are used near 
the stalling angle, because of rough 
air, the lowered aileron, if the ail¬ 
erons are of the conventional type, 
increases the drag on that side and 
thereby hastens an unsymmetrical 
stall. 

“The rotation thus caused general¬ 
ly continues in the nose dive which 
follows, resulting in the spin. If the 
plane has insufficient altitude to re¬ 
cover, a bad crash is unavoidable. 

“In attacking this problem of un¬ 
intentional stalling, the logical pro¬ 
cedure would seem to be to make the 
airplane as aerodynamically safe as 
(Continued on page 14) 



AUTOGIRO IN FLIGHT 

This new type of airplane, capable of a steep angle of descent and 
low landing speed, may constitute a revolutionary trend in airplane 
construction. 
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Commencement 

OMMENCEMENT this year ought 
to be an attractive occasion. Dr. 
Wm. R. Hendrix of the Highland 
Methodist Church, Birmingham, will 
deliver the Commencement sermon at 
eleven o’clock on Sunday the 17th. 
That afternoon there will be a Band 
Concert at four-thirty and that night 
there will be an oratorio by the 
Choral Club of Auburn at Langdon 
Hall. Monday, the 18th, is Alumni 
Day. It begins at nine o’clock with a 
review of the Cadet Corps on Bul¬ 
lard Field and award of commissions 
by Governor Miller. 

We are expecting Brigadier Gen¬ 
eral Estes of the United States Army 
to be present also representing Gen¬ 
eral McCoy, Commander of the 
Fourth Corps Area. At ten o’clock 
the regular alumni exercises will be 
held in Langdon Hall with Honorable 
Wm. M. Williams of Washington, D. 
C., class of 1896, delivering the prin¬ 
cipal address. There will also at this 
time be a presentation of the portrait 
of Dr. Ross to the institution. At 
noon comes the alumni barbecue and 
in the afternoon a meeting of the 
board of trustees. That night the 
Festival of Lights and a reception to 
the faculty, graduating class, and 
friends will be given at the Presi¬ 
dent’s home. On Tuesday, May 19, 
we are to have the very great pleas¬ 
ure of entertaining as Commence¬ 
ment Speaker, Honorable Joseph T. 
Robinson, United States Senator of 
Arkansas, and at that time degrees 
will be conferred upon about 227. 
The total graduating class for the 
spring and summer will be approxi¬ 
mately 300. 

T housands of young boys and 
girls will be graduating in May 
and June from the high schools of 
Alabama and the surrounding states. 
These are potential students for Au¬ 
burn. A certain percentage of them 
are going to go to college. Who can 
exert the greatest influence upon 
these high school students and per¬ 
suade them to come to a particular 
institution? There are a number of 
influences. The strongest influence 
which causes a boy or girl in high 
school to decide to go to any par¬ 
ticular institution is generally the 
friends who are actually students at 


that institution. In other words the 
student body at Auburn can do more 
to get students than any other group 
connected with the institution. The 
alumni and former students of the 
institution can do a great deal. Per¬ 
sonal visits on the part of the fac¬ 
ulty can do much by making contacts 
with the individual high school stu¬ 
dents and acquainting them with the 
institution and its great service. Con¬ 
tacts of the individual high school 
student with the institution itself is 
of great value. This is where the 
Future Farmers of America, the 4-H 
Club boys and girls and the hundreds 
of boy scouts who visit Auburn an¬ 
nually are an important source of re¬ 
cruiting for the institution. Teachers 
sent out from Auburn into the schools 
of the state always have their in¬ 
fluence. I am reciting all these things 
in order that Alumni and friends of 
this institution may realize the im¬ 
portance of bringing Auburn before 
these thousands of boys and girls who 
are trying to decide to what institu¬ 
tion they should go for their colleg¬ 
iate courses. 

T he alumni Association is an 
important attribute of the work 
of the institution. The Secretary 
and others have put in a great deal of 
time in perfecting an organization. 
We have all tried to work together to 
keep the Alumnus a going concern 
in order that there might be a means 
of communication between the form¬ 
er students of this institution and 
the work of the institution itself. 
Much has been done along this line 
but unfortunately the alumni have 
seemed to have had a feeling that 
the institution itself had all the 
money necessary to carry all the 
alumni work and, therefore, the 
Alumni Association is in serious debt 
at the present time,—a debt which 
the institution cannot underwrite but 
which must be carried by the loyal 
friends of this institution. We have 
come to times not of defeat but of 
economy. A program of economy is 
not a program of defeat. Your pres¬ 
ident for one in Alabama is not will¬ 
ing to admit the necessity of attempt¬ 
ing a program which turns back. The 
great State of Arkansas has suffered 
in the disaster of 1930 to a greater 
extent than Alabama but she has 


shown courage and fortitude in this 
disaster and is doing better than ever 
before for the benefit of her institu¬ 
tions of higher education. We have 
reached the time when those who can 
afford to do it must help. There are 
more than 7,000 former students and 
alumni of this institution. If one- 
seventh of that number would pay 
their dues we could manage to get 
along in pretty fair shape. But where 
less than ten per cent actually pay 
dues the problem of maintaining a 
real alumni organization begins to 
be a difficult problem. I remember 
saying to the alumni of this institu¬ 
tion when I first came here that it 
was going to take quite a while to 
work our way out and I remember 
saying also that it could not be done 
by the work of one man. Neither 
can it be so accomplished. We are 
growing in student body. Demands 
upon the institution are increasing. 
We must maintain standards for, if 
we do not maintain these standards, 
we imperil the very standing of your 
credits at your Alma Mater and your 
degree. If we lower salaries of teach¬ 
ers, these splendid, resourceful and 
hard-working members of the faculty 
here will go elsewhere when the op¬ 
portunity comes and you cannot 
blame them. And there again you 
lower the standard. We must econ¬ 
omize in order to carry our larger 
burdens without increase of income 
and still support a good program and 
still be undefeated in spirit, in growth 
and in service to a great common¬ 
wealth if all of us will work to¬ 
gether. The job of the alumni is to 
help, not by a few giving in large 
amounts, but by the many contribut¬ 
ing the meager fees which are asked 
and thus keeping the Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation going and relieving the insti¬ 
tution of a burden which it cannot 
carry. There is a lot of good work 
ahead of us and many useful years. 
May we have the strength, the de¬ 
termination and the spirit to stick to 
the job, come on through these diffi¬ 
cult years into the better ones which 
are ahead of us. We may make mis¬ 
takes but, in the end. Auburn will 
serve the people of this state nobly 
and rest her case upon that service. 
I fear nothing except ignorance, lack 
of knowledge of the truth and a fail¬ 
ure of spirit. 
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National History of Electrical Engineering Paralleled 
Closely by Great Development at Auburn 


T he year ISST witnessed 
two electrical events which 
have contributed much to the 
development of the electrical indus¬ 
try. One was the initial step in the 
establishment of the department of 
electrical engineering at the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, and the other 
was the removal of Thomas A. Edi¬ 
son from Menlo Park, N. J., to West 
Orange, N. J. 

That year the college installed a 
little electric light plant in the base¬ 
ment of Langdon Hall to serve this 
building. It proved to be the start¬ 
ing point in the training of thousands 
of electrical engineers who have gone 
into the electrical industry and 
charged it with new men, trained for 
individual success and success of the 
industry. The number of graduates 
in electrical engineering at Auburn 
has increased from none to an av¬ 
erage of 70 in recent years; and 
many more have spent one to three 
years as students in electrical engi¬ 
neering without getting degrees. 

In the meantime, Mr. Edison had 
startled the world with his inventions 
and with his electrical developments. 
When, in 1887, he moved his work¬ 
shop, he displayed great vision and 
courage as an inventor; and in taking 
the initial step in creating a depart¬ 
ment of electrical engineering at the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Dr. 
William LeRoy Broun, president, 
demonstrated rare vision as an edu¬ 
cator. It appears as though the two 
great minds were synchronized in ed¬ 
ucation and invention. 

In his West Orange shop, Mr. Edi¬ 
son invented machines for quadru- 
plex and sextuplex telegraphic trans¬ 
mission; the electric pen and mimeo¬ 
graph; the carbon telephone trans¬ 
mitter; the microphone; the micro- 
tasimeter for detection of small 
changes in temperature; the mega¬ 
phone; the phonograph; the incan¬ 
descent lamp and light systems; the 
electric valve (at first called the 
“Edison effect”), now fundamental¬ 
ly essential in wireless telegraphy; 
a system of wireless telegraphy to 
and from moving railway trains; mo¬ 
tion pictures; the telescribe; and the 
alkaline storage battery. His inven¬ 
tions constitute only a portion of the 
work done by Mr. Edison in the field 
of electricity. In later years he ex¬ 
tended his activities into other fields. 
We return to Auburn. 


By P. O. DAVIS ’16 

HE GENERATOR that created 
the current for that original 
plant was driven by a 25-horsepower 
steam engine which, in addition to 
turning this generator, drove the 
machinery in the shops building con¬ 
nected with Langdon Hall. 

The little electrical venture at the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute strug¬ 
gled along “by the hardest.’’ It lived 
because it could not be killed. It had 
lasting merit and it had come to 
stay. 

“Prof.” A. F. McKissick 

Four years later, 1891, there came 
to Auburn a young graduate of Cor¬ 
nell University and took upon him¬ 
self the title of “professor of electri¬ 
cal engineering,” a brand new title 
in Auburn. That young man was A. 
F. McKissick, authorized to give 
courses for degrees in electrical en¬ 
gineering in combination with me¬ 
chanical engineering. It was the first 
department of electrical engineering 
in a southern college or university. 

Professor McKissick had very lit¬ 
tle equipment and only meager funds 
with which to buy equipment; but he 
bought a little, begged more, and 
made as much as he could with the 
few materials available. Under such 
conditions and with this equipment, 
young men were trained for success¬ 
ful careers in electrical engineering. 

A laboratory for juniors was in¬ 
stalled in the basement of the main 
building, and the main part of the 
equipment was two old street rail¬ 
way motors obtained as a gift from 
Baltimore. A little shed—which lat¬ 
er became the west wing of the pow¬ 
er plant building—^was erected and 
became the laboratory for seniors. A 
few small generators and two little 
engines to operate them were bought. 
Scrapped machines were gathered in 
one way or another and repaired 
somewhat as a clinic but also for ser¬ 
vice. A few generators were built 
by Prof. McKissick and his students. 

Research Work Begun 

Realizing that the electrical indus¬ 
try would be developed as facts 
about it became known. Prof. McKis¬ 
sick began research work in connec¬ 
tion with teaching. His first experi¬ 
ments were with induction motors, 
then being developed and now in gen¬ 
eral use. 

Prof. McKissick was among the 
pioneers in the development of the 
X-ray. He made a special study of 


it; he built X-ray equipment, and he 
delivered X-ray lectures over the 
State. People came to Auburn for 
X-ray pictures. 

Another development in which he 
participated was the transmission of 
electricity by wire. A line was built 
a distance of about 3,000 feet—from 
his plant to the agricultural experi¬ 
ment station building—and used for 
operating agricultural machinery. 
This was the first application of 
electricity to agriculture in Alabama. 

When electrical engineering was 
young at Auburn, two young profes¬ 
sors (I. F. McDonnell and Tom Mc- 
Adory) conducted experiments in 
radio telegraphy. They were suc¬ 
cessful in sending signals through 
the air a distance of 250 feet. They 
met midway to report to each other 
and each was reluctant to believe 
the other’s report that signals were 
received. 

Dunstan Becomes Head 

Prof. McKissick remained at Au¬ 
burn nine years, retiring to enter the 
textile industry in which he soon 
became a prominent figure. He is 
now in this business, living at Easley, 
S. C. He was succeeded in 1900 by 
Prof. Arthur St. C. Dunstan, a grad¬ 
uate of Johns Hopkins. He came 
to Auburn from the University of 
Kansas where he had been assistant 
in the department of electrical en¬ 
gineering. He began the work where 
Prof. McKissick left it, and under his 
direction there has been uninterrupt¬ 
ed development. They are the only 
two men who have served as head of 
the department, and to them is due 
major credit for the outstanding ser¬ 
vices to the electrical industry rend¬ 
ered by the Alabama Polytechnic In¬ 
stitute. Back of them was Dr. Wm. 
LeRoy Broun, president when the 
department was created and whose 
unusual vision was displayed here as 
on many other occasions. The presi¬ 
dents who succeeded Dr. Broun, Dean 
John J. Wilmore, professors associat¬ 
ed with him, and many others have 
rendered invaluable assistance. 

Prof. Dunstan was in charge of the 
college electrical plant in addition to 
being head of the department. At 
first he had one graduate assistant. 
In addition to being in charge he, 
with a negro foreman, operated the 
plant for commencements, dances, 
and other special occasions. 

The electric plant was a favorite 
place for visitors. Students enjoyed 
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Early Photograph of Class in Electrical and Mechanical Engineering, Taken About 1903 


bringing their friends around. It 
had a peculiar interest then the same 
as radio has now. It was new, 
there was mystery about it, and 
there was speculation about its fu¬ 
ture. 

The plant was equipped with 
switch board and cords similar to 
those which telephone companies now 
use. On one occasion. Prof. Dunstan 
recalls, a young man who was show¬ 
ing his “lady friend” through the 
plant got tangled in the cords and 
disconnected them, leaving the dance 
hall in complete darkness. 

Beginning of Extension 

Electricity was not used to light 
the rooms of students at Auhurn un¬ 
til the erection of Smith Hall, a dor¬ 
mitory, in 1908. It was the first 
dormitory on the campus., and elec¬ 
tricity was used for lighting because 
it was “a coming light” and it also 
reduced the fire hazard. Other build¬ 
ings were then lighted with gas. 

This extension of the plant was the 
first step in extending electrical ser¬ 
vice to the town of Auburn and other 
buildings of the college. Faculty 
and other residents of the town want¬ 
ed electricity and an expansion pro¬ 
gram was agreed upon. The gist of 
this decision was that lines were to be 
extended over the town as rapidly as 
incomes from the business warrant¬ 
ed. “We used profits of one year 
to extend our lines the next,” said 
Prof. Dunstan. 

Dr. J. H. Drake, college surgeon, 
was the first customer. He lived on 
the line to the dormitory. Hence, 
he could get electricity at no addi¬ 
tional cost to the college. 

Extension of lines to the town was 
warranted not only by the desire of 
faculty and residents but also for 
revenue. By enlarging and extend¬ 
ing the equipment and service, the 
income was increased and more in¬ 
come was an important factor. 

Town Section Gets Lines 

It was two years later before the 


electric lines were extended to the 
business section of the town, some 
two blocks away. After that ex¬ 
tensions were made at a more rapid 
rate until electric lines became a net¬ 
work over the town, which in those 
days had a population of about 1,200. 

The college continued to produce 
electricity for the use of the college 
and for the town until 1918 when 
the lines of the Alabama Power Com¬ 
pany were connected with Auburn. 
A large number of soldiers were in 
military training at Auburn and ad¬ 
ditional current was needed. Until 
these hydro-electric lines were con¬ 
nected with the college plant, one 
generator performed successfully 
day and night. It was the only de¬ 
pendence and its remarkable effi¬ 
ciency reflected much credit upon 
the expert care and management of 
Prof. Dunstan and members of his 
staff. It ran about 18 hours out of 
every 24. 

The college continued the distri¬ 
bution and sale of electricity to the 
town until 1930 when the Auburn 
franchise was bought by the Alabama 
Power Company. The number of 
customers had increased from one 
in 1908 to 675 in 1930. 

Faculty Is Increased 

The faculty in electrical engineer¬ 
ing has increased from the head of 
the department and one graduate as¬ 
sistant, when Prof. Dunstan took 
charge in 1900, to the head of the 
department, three full-time profes¬ 
sors, and six student assistants. The 
present faculty, in addition to Prof. 
Dunstan, consists of Prof. W. W. 
Hill, and Associate Professor G. H. 
Carlovitz and Assistant Professor R. 
A. Betts, plus six student assistants. 
The number of seniors has increased 
from 20 to an average of 70 in re¬ 
cent years. 

In addition to larger and better 
class rooms and other facilities., four 
laboratories are in use. They are: one 


big laboratory for seniors, anotherj 
big one for juniors, one laboratory 
for telephone, and one radio labora-: 
tory. Two special laboratories are 
used in research. 

The biggest contribution the de¬ 
partment has made to electricity has 
been that of training men. The ma¬ 
jority of them have entered the 
electrical field immediately after 
graduation to remain in the business. 
It has been a source of new training 
and of new men—trained, alert, and 
energetic in the application of their 
service to the electrical industry. 

H onor Roll of Names 

Only a few of them are mentioned. 
They are: Mr. M. S. Sloan, president 
of the combined New York and 
Brooklyn Edison Company—the larg¬ 
est utility company in the world; Mr. 
H. Y. Hall, superintendent of the 
Hell Gate Plant, New York City, the 
biggest generating station in the 
world; Mr. E. R. Stauffacher, pro¬ 
tection engineer. Sou. California 
Edison Company, the highest voltage 
transmission system in the world; 
Mr. E. A. Dillard, chief engineer. 
New England Power Company, Bos¬ 
ton; Mr. C. E. Weideberg, superin¬ 
tendent Long Lines, A. T. & T. Com¬ 
pany, New York City; Mr. M. R. 
Hutchinson, noted inventor, former¬ 
ly assistant of Mr. Thos. A. Edison; 
Mr. P. C. Sorsby, electrical engineer 
of General Electric Company in 
charge of electrical machinery in 
voyage around the world of first 
electrically driven ship; Mr. S. G. 
Forbes, electrical engineer. Province 
of Mysore, Bangalore, India. In this 
vicinity we find: Mr. H. E. Cox, chief 
engineer, Birmingham Electric Com¬ 
pany; Mr. G. B. Hawkins, chief op¬ 
erating engineer, Alabama Power 
Company; Mr. J. M. Oliver, chief op¬ 
erating engineer, Georgia Power 
Company; Mr. I. F. McDonnell, chief 
engineer, Alabama Public Service 
Commission; Mr. H. E. Bussey, dis¬ 
trict manager for Southeastern Di¬ 
vision, General Electric Company; 
Mr. D. W. Peabody, manager of In¬ 
dustrial Division, General Electric 
Company; Mr. L. P. Sweatt, general 
manager, Mississippi Power Com¬ 
pany; and Mr. L. T. Smith, assistant 
general manager. Gulf Power Co. 

The Alabama Power Company has 
in its service 100 Auburn-trained 
men. Other public utility and manu¬ 
facturing companies, telephone com¬ 
panies, and numerous other concerns 
have employed these men, and they 
in turn have demonstrated their ex¬ 
cellent training for service. They 
have been a mighty force in the de¬ 
velopment of the electrical industry 
of the United States and in many 
other countries. 
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^ave you 'Kgad ^hese EBooks? 


P ROF. H. W. ADAMS, of the De¬ 
partment of English, in charge 
of the purchasing of books for the 
freshmen reading lists, reports the 
addition this month of over a score 
of new titles to the shelves. Other 
departments, especially those of Ed¬ 
ucation, History, and Engineering 
are cooperating to purchase as many 
new volumes as possible. 

Recent figures shown by Miss Mar¬ 
tin are cheerfully convincing to the 
fact that the reading of library books 
here is far greater than it has been 
for many years past. The loan time 
limit on many of the works of fic¬ 
tion, in particular, has had to be 
shortened to cope with the demand, 
and waiting lists of ten or a dozen 
names are not uncommon. We are 
hoping that this recent stimulation 
at Auburn has been partly the result 
of encouragement through buying 
new books, and trust that some of 
the titles here listed will be found 
valuable and interesting to our alum¬ 
ni. 

BIOGRAPHY— 

Alfred Tennyson —A. C. Benson 
Darwin —G. Bradford 
Life of John Stuart Mill —Courtney 
Daniel Webster —Claude M. Fuess 
Life of Lady Byron —Mayne 

ECONOMICS— 

Economic Problems—Fairchild and 
Compton 

Our Competitors and Markets —La- 
hee 

Study of Sociology —Spencer 
Production Economics —Black 
Our Economic System —Hayes 

ENGINEERING— 

John Stevens, an American Record 
—Turnball 

Robert Henry Thurston —Durand 
Industrial Stoichemetry —Lewis and 
Radasch 

Applied X-Rays —Clark 
Geodetic Surveying —Ingram 

HISTORY— 

Four Cents an Acre —Georges Oud- 
ard 

Recent American History —Shippee 
Liberty and Despotism in SjJanish 
America —J ane 
American Epoch —Odum 
Industrial Revolution in the South 
—Mitchell 

LITERARY CRITICISM— 

Twelve Types —Chesterton 
Choice of Books —Harrison 
Views and Reviews —-Henley 
Appreciations —Pater 
Life of the Sp^n^—Scudder 


ORIENTATION- 

HOW to Live —Bennett 
History of Sculpture —Frothing- 
ham (and Marquand) 

History of Architecture —Hamlin 
Spirit of the Age —Hazlitt 
American Architecture —Kimball 

PHILOSOPHY— 

The Way the World is Going — 
Wells 

Yo^ith hi Conflict —Van Waters 
Meaning of a Liberal Education — 
Martin 

Man’s Unconscious Conflict —Lay 
Behavior of Crowds —Martin 

SCIENCE— 

Doctrine of Evolution —Crampton 
Rise of Modern Physics —Crew 
Number, the Language of Science 
Dantzig 

Voyage of the Beagle —Darwin 
Hunger Fighters —P. de Kruif. 

SOCIAL CRITICISM— 

Justice —Galsworthy 
What Men Live By —Counts 
Science and Education —Huxley 
An Enemy of the People —Ibsen 
Liberty —Martin 


DR. GLENN ’91 HONORED 

R. C. B. GLENN, superintendent 
of the Birmingham schools, was 
honored recently at the meeting of 
the Department of Superintendence 
in Detroit, when he was chosen as the 
principal speaker at the Schoolmas¬ 
ters Rotary Club luncheon, held an¬ 
nually upon the occasion of this 
gathering of school executives. This 
luncheon assembles the largest group 
of Rotarians in the world, it is said, 
with the exception of the annual con¬ 
vention of the organization. 

Aside from Dr. Glenn, the only 
other speakers were also from the 
South, these being Superintendent 
Sutton of Atlanta, president of the 
National Education Association, and 
Superintendent Crozier of Dallas, the 
retiring president of the Department 
of Superintendence. 


WANTED TO BUY 

I desire to purchase badges of the 
Wirt and Websterian Literary Socie¬ 
ties, to add to my large collection of 
Fraternity and Literary Society 
badges. Old badges only desired. 
Address: Leroy S. Boyd, Arlington, 
Virginia. 


STILL ANOTHER INVENTION 
BY MILLER REESE HUTCHISON 

Literary Digest of March 7 car¬ 
ries an article describing the latest 
invention of Miller Reese Hutchison, 
E.E. ’13. It is a chemical processing 
which “smoothes out” the tiny grains 
or scales hitherto inherent in the sen¬ 
sitive emulsion with which films are 
coated, thus allowing photographic 
enlargements of almost “unlimited 
size” to be made from the tiniest 
negatives. 

“Among the most important results 
is the possibility of widening the 
range of sound which may be record¬ 
ed on a motion-picture film. It has 
hitherto been impossible to get more 
than 4,000 sound vibrations photo¬ 
graphed to the foot and have them 
distinct enough to be reproduced at 
high speed. 

“Eliminating the scale from the 
films has made it possible to record 
more than 12,000 vibrations to the 
foot. Thus high soprano voices will 
be made available to the talking mov¬ 
ing-picture.” 


TEXTBOOK ON AVIATION 

WRITTEN BY LT. FINCH 

Lt. Volney C. Finch, professor of 
aeronautics, is the author of a text 
book on aviation which has recently 
come from the press. Its title is 
“Preparing for Aviation” and it is 
designed for college courses. 

The historical development of avi¬ 
ation is taken up in the early part of 
the book followed by a consideration 
of the principles of flight, airplane 
design, airplane construction, fuel 
and lubrication systems, historical 
development of the airplane engine, 
seaplanes, parachutes, gliders, air¬ 
ports, and many other subjects. One 
chapter explains how to become a 
pilot. 

The book is profusely illustrated 
with drawings and photographs and 
its 458 pages contain much aeronau¬ 
tical information never before pub¬ 
lished. 

Lieut. Finch, who holds his M.S. 
degree in aeronautics from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, came to Auburn this year 
after spending 13 years in the Naval 
Air Service. He has more than 5,000 
hours of flying experience to his 
credit. 


A communication to Prof. J. R. 
Rutland of the English department 
gives C. A. L. Johnstone’s address 
as the National Floor Tile Company, 
Inc., Mobile, Ala. He is president 
of the Rotary Club there. 
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EIDIXORIALS 

The Alumni — “In a very just sense and in a very large degree the fortunes of the 
University (or college) are committed to your hands .”— Dr. James B. Angell. 


imnimrnunrTmn 


ALUMNI OBJECTIVES 

To promote good, fellowship and common in¬ 
terest in the welfare of all Auburn men. 

To locate and enlist the cooperation of all form¬ 
er students. 

To organize clubs everywhere sufficient num¬ 
bers of men are located. 

To secure the fioiancial support of the organ¬ 
ization. 

To make the Alumni magazhie an interesting 
and useful publication disseminating information 
about the association, the alumni, and the college. 

To keep full and accurate alumni records as 
to locations, occupations, and achievements of 
Auburn men. 

To answer promptly all letters received from 
the alumni giving every possible service and in¬ 
formation desired. 

To enlist efficiently organized support of the 
administration in encouraging ^vorthy and am¬ 
bitious young men fro'tn high schools each year 
to attend college. 

To cooperate with and encourage in every ivay 
possible a hard-working, far-seeing President 
and an able corps of skilled and efficierit profes¬ 
sors. 

^ ^ ^ 

T OCAL advertisers have so 
Cooperation of Splendidly cooperated with 

Our Advertisers US in making tliis Alumni Issue 
of The Aliiminis a success, that 
an opportunity to thank them publicly cannot 
be overlooked. With almost no solicitation 
whatsoever, these Auburn business firms bought 
up at once for this issue all the space which 
could be allowed them. They have helped you; 
won’t you help them with your patronage? 

^ ^ H: 

P RAY for sunshine, brother alum¬ 
ni, on Monday, May 18! For 
May 18 on that day—but you already know. 

The campus is a wonderland about 
this time of the year, beautiful, with the peace 
and quiet of green and brown serene in its 
soil. 

The townspeople are becoming restlessly 
eloquent to welcome those men who return; 
committees who are COMMITTEE-ACTIVE 
have been appointed to take care of your wants 
—if you want entertainment, welcome, greet¬ 
ing, service, food, shelter, or what-not. You 
will somewhat wonder at a campus and a town 
which are changed from what you knew—wait 


until you take a ride about, which has been pro¬ 
vided for you. 

If you sing and want to sing—we’ve found 
the partners for you; if you like to eat and like 
plenty of it, we’ve provided an amplitude; if 
you like to talk—well, part of the day will be 
thrown open to you for forum discussion, in¬ 
formal discussion, or pure oratory. For the 
chosen representative of each of the 30 classes 
who are coming back are going to spread-eagle 
for at least a minute and a half apiece that day 
to start the verbal ball a-rolling. 

Don’t forget, too, brother alumni, that man 
is mortal. There will be those present that day 
whom you may never—will never see again. 
There will be those there whom you may never 
have any other opportunity to see, for they 
come from the four horizons. For the sake of 
the living who come far, and the sake of those 
living who may—before another year, travel 
beyond your ken, and for the sake of those who 
have gone the long way—be with us on Alumni 
Day. 

r -"A 

ALUMNI EXERCISES 

MONDAY, MAY 18 
Langdon Hall, 10:00 A. M. 

JOHN HAYGOOD PATERSON ’05, Presiding 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Invocation _Dr. J. C. James, Montgomery, Ala. 

Song—“Alma Mater” . _ _ 

William Thorington Wood ’24 
Auburn Glee Club and Assembly 

Alumni Address - - William Mai’tin Williams ’96 

Music—“The Lee Shore” ___Harris 

Auburn Glee Club, J. W. Brigham, Director 

Presentation of Portrait of Dean Bennett Bat¬ 
tle Ross to the Alumni Association ^ . 

Thomas Bragg ’01 

Acceptance of Portrait for Alumni Association 
and Presentation to the College 

Frank C. Dillard ’75 

Acceptance for the College _ _ 

President Bradford Knapp 
Business Meeting 

Report of President John Haygood Paterson ’05 

Report of Alumni Secretary __J. V. Brown ’94 

General Business 

Auburn Athletics _ _ Chet Wynne 

Address—“What Auburn Needs” _ 

President Bradford Knapp 
12:00 M.—Alumni Barbecue—Gymnasium 
2:00 P. M.—Class Reunions 

I_ J 
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Alumni Council of 83 Men 

To Meet in Auburn May 17 


E ighty-three alumni have been 

appointed to serve on the Alum¬ 
ni Council representing the reunit¬ 
ing classes on May 18. They are to 
meet at 7 :30 on the evening of Sun¬ 
day, May 17, at Smith Hall, to dis¬ 
cuss last-minute plans to make the 
huge gathering a complete success. 
These council members are as fol¬ 
lows ; 

Ware, Robert, Autaugaville; Coon¬ 
ey, W. E., Foley; Harkins, E. M., 
Centerville; Barnett, A. H., McPher¬ 
son, H. C., Oneonta; Pierce, E. J., 
Union Springs; Seyforth, O. K., An¬ 
niston; Haslam, Geo. P., Piedmont; 
Harrell, L., LaFayette; Tucker, Earl 
L., Thomasville; Garrett, E. P., Line- 
ville; Jones, C. A., Evergreen; Mar¬ 
tin, Leon, Enterprise; Davis, P. N., 
Rockford; Williams, M. W., Center; 
Walker, G. C., Clanton; Cheney, W. 
T., Andalusia; Pirkle, Henry, Route 
4, Bowdon, Ca.; Thigpen, Dr. C. R., 
Bentley, Cline, Luverne; Reeves, R. 
M., Cullman; Crosby, S. N. Ozark; 
Bloch, Maurice, Selma; Pate, John 
W., Fort Payne; Williams, Dr. E. E. 
Wetumpka; Noble, A. J., Tallassee; 
Pruitt, C. A., Atmore; Reagan, Dr. F. 
A., Attalla; Ford, J. C., Fayette; Mc¬ 
Intosh, J. H., Russellville; Helms, H. 
B., Geneva; Rogers, C. M. A., Eutaw; 
Lawson, J. L., Greensboro; Dawkins, 
W. W., Abbeville; Gowder, M. T., 
Scottsboro; Bragg, Thomas, Brown, 
Dr. C. A., DeBardeleben, C. F., Jack- 
son, M. F., Liles, J. L., Pitman, W. I., 
Birmingham; Davis, P. 0., Duncan, 
L. N., Crenshaw, B. H., Hare, C. L., 
Wright, Homer, Auburn; Denson, 
John V., Opelika; Stewart, Fred, 
Belle Mina; Mitchell, J. E., Hunts¬ 
ville; Klinzer, J. H., Demopolis; Ed¬ 
wards, Jos. M. Tuskegee; Carpenter, 
Gatman, Winfield; Alsobrook, Eric, 
Guntersville; Frazier, Mell, Moore, 
Thomas M., Mobile; Culpepper, V., 
Monroeville; Crump, R. A., Greil, 
Dr. G. J., Leach, Ed. C., Roberts, S. 
T., Hobdy, J. B., Montgomery; 
Wise, O. F., Decatur; Patillo, L. C., 
Hartselle; Robinson, J. P., Marion; 
Farrington, Fletcher, Troy; Lang, 
Hunter A., Emelle; Dunn, Clyde, 
Pell City; Risor, A. 0., Siluria; Creel, 
J. P., Sylacauga; Hurst, W. S., Tal¬ 
ladega; Oliver, Roy, Dadeville; Har¬ 
ris, Ben E., University; Lacey, Wm. 
M., Sipsey; Lambert, R. E., Jr., Dar¬ 
lington; Cox, P. A., Arley. 

Out of State 

Atlanta—Bonner, T. H., 1145 

Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, 


Ga.; Peabody, D. W., 172 Haynes St., 
S. W., Atlanta, Ga.; Pearce, E. F., 
Care Ga. Power, Atlanta, Ga.; Ash¬ 
craft, Lee, 61 Trust Co. of Ga. Bldg.; 
Chattanooga—Gauntt, J. G., 1419 

Hamilton Bank Bldg., Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; West Point—Harrison, W. T., 
West Point, Ga. 



KIRK NEWELL WAS 

A GREAT ATHLETE 


^^ 

By ELMER G. SALTER ’28 

NE OF the greatest athletes that 
has ever worn the Orange and 
blue colors of the Alabama Polytech¬ 
nic Institute—Kirk Newell—is now 
traveling for a drug concern in North 
Alabama. Newell earned letters in 
four major sports while here and was 
captain of the 1913 football team, 
undefeated and untied Southern 
champions. 

During his career at Auburn, 
Newell performed on five athletic 
teams as soccer was in vogue at that 
time. No letters were awarded in 
soccer so Newell’s name was written 
in Auburn’s athletic hall of fame as 
winner of letters in football, basket 
ball, track, and baseball. 

Gains More than a Mile 

While Newell was serving four 
years under Mike Donahue, the 
Tigers lost only one S. I. A. A. con¬ 
test. Newell holds several records 
made while wearing the Orange and 
Blue colors on the gridiron. He miss¬ 
ed playing only one game; made an 
80-yard run against Mississippi A. & 
M. in 1912 which won the game; his 
longest run was a 90-yard jaunt 
against Georgia Tech; frequently 
made runs of 50 or more yards; 
played safety for four years and 
failed to fumble a single punt; in 
1913 he annexed over a mile of yard¬ 
age carrying the pigskin. 

While playing safety, Newell had 
very few chances to tackle the run¬ 
ner unless he met them at the line 
of scrimmage as the hefty linesmen 
would generally nail the opposing 
ball carriers for losses. He was noted 
for his brainy field generalship and 
speedy playing. 

In baseball, Newell played every 
position on the team except catcher 
and was captain of the 1913 team. He 
was voted as the most outstanding 
athlete enrolled in college by the 
student body in 1913. 


Enters Drug Business 

After making a brilliant athletic 
career here, Newell entered the drug 
business in Opelika for one year and 
then coached at Riverside Military 
Academy and Blontsvelle until 1916 
when he returned to his alma mater 
as assistant coach. When the World 
War broke out, Newell was one of 
the first to enlist and was discharged 
with the rank of first lieutenant. Fol¬ 
lowing the close of the war, he came 
to the “Here We Rest” state and 
opened a drug store in Roanoke. In 
1921 he again returned to the Plains 
and entered the drug store business 
in partnership with A. D. Lipscomb, 
under the name of the Tiger Drug 
Store. Mr. Lipscomb assumed full 
ownership of the store in 1925 when 
Mr. Newell went with Mulford & Co. 

Back to Auburn 

When he returned to Auburn and 
opened a drug business, he was ap¬ 
pointed freshman coach and held 
this position through the close of the 
1924-25 term. He was very success¬ 
ful first-year mentor as several out¬ 
standing athletes received their initial 
college coaching under him. 

His last coaching venture was in 
1925 when he took his undefeated 
frosh baseball team to Opelika and 
managed them in an amatuer league. 
The 1925 Auburn freshman baseball 
team developed into a great college 
team as they annexed the Southern 
conference championship in 1927 and 
1928. 

Mr. Newell is married and resides 
in Birmingham. He has a future 
Plainsman football prospect—Kirk, 
Jr., age 10—and two daughters, 2 
and 6. Even though it has been 
several years since he resided in Au¬ 
burn, he frequently pays his many 
friends here a visit and still main¬ 
tains much interest in Auburn’s fu¬ 
ture. 


NEW AUBURN POST OFFICE 

BUILDING TO COST $90,000 

The town of Auburn and the Ala¬ 
bama Polytechnic Institute are look¬ 
ing forward to having a new post 
office building. An appropriation of 
$90,000 is included in a bill which 
has been passed by the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives and approved by the 
Senate. 

The exact location of the Auburn 
Post Office building has not been 
determined. Two or three lots are 
in view, according to local informa¬ 
tion. It is understood that the lot 
must be donated to the government. 
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1888 

Charles Woodard Simmons, Opp, 
Ala., is a member of the law firm of 
Simmons & Simmons. 

Col. R. A. Mitchell, Opelika, vice- 
president Alabama Power Co., Hon. 
Erskine Ramsay, prominent business 
man and benefactor, and Dr. C. B. 
Glenn ’91, with his wife and daugh¬ 
ter, visited the campus April 23. 

1893 

Francis M. Boykin, Taft, Texas, is 
a retired merchant and planter. He 
owns many fine, broad acres of fer¬ 
tile land in a beautiful section of 
Southwest Texas. He married Miss 
Ada Thornington in 1894. They have 
four boys and one daughter, all of 
whom have been educated in the col¬ 
leges of Texas. He writes that he is 
coming back to Auburn on Alumni 
Day in 1932. 

Massey R. Burton, who later re¬ 
ceived his Master’s Degree in C. 
E. in 1894, visited the campus re¬ 
cently. Mr. Burton played on the first 
football team organized under Dr. 
Petrie, then head coach. He was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta fraterni¬ 
ty and the Wirt Literary Society 
while in college. 

His business ever since leaving col¬ 
lege for 37 years has been life in¬ 
surance. For the last fifteen years 
he has been manager of the Franklin 
Life Insurance Co. for the State of 
Florida. 

Mr. Burton has one daughter, who 
is an alumna of Auburn. He expects 
to be with us on Alumni Day. 

1901 

Blair Hughes, 1673 Lincoln Ave., 
Evansville, Ind., civil engineer, L. & 
N. R. R., delighted his old friends 
by returning to Auburn with his 17- 
year-old son, William, who registered 
for admission in the college next fall. 
He met many old friends. 

Special ’02 

Dr. J. V. Pierson called at the 
Alumni Office recently after an ab¬ 
sence from the campus of almost 30 
years. He was accompanied by Mrs. 
Pierson. Dr. Pierson is a dentist in 
Atlanta where he has been for- the 
past 22 years. 

1902 

Paul M. Eichelberger, engaged in 
the cotton business at Anniston, Ala., 
visited the Alumni Office early in 
March. 

1906 

Samuel Burwell Fort, 2004 28th 
St., Ensley, Ala., is assistant super¬ 


intendent of the Sheet and Jobbing 
Mills, T. C. 1. & R. R. Co., Fairfield, 
Ala. 

1907 

Rev. T. G. Mundy, rector of the 
St. Marks Episcopal Church, Troy, 
Alabama, was a visitor on the cam¬ 
pus March 26. Reverend Mundy 
came to Auburn to attend the Mont¬ 
gomery Convocation of Women’s 
Auxiliary here on that day. After 
graduating from Auburn in 1907, he 
was engaged for several years in en¬ 
gineering work in Birmingham. While 
there he became intimately acquaint¬ 
ed with the Rev. Willis G. Clark, 
through whose influence he decided 
to enter the ministry. From 1913 
to 1916 he studied at the Virginia 
Seminary, Alexandria, Va. 

H. T. (Butch) White, 5017 Park¬ 
way, Fairfield, Ala., visited Auburn 
with his son and made reservation 
for him to enter college here next 
fall. 

1909 

One of the representatives at the 
Southern Baptist Convention to meet 
in Birmingham, May 13, will be Wil¬ 
liam Ivy Pittman. The convention is 
to celebrate the fortieth anniversary 
of the organization of its Sunday 
School Board, and Mr. Pittman has 
been selected as chairman of the 
hotel committee. 

Harry George Culverhouse, 1440 
N. 31st St., Birmingham, Ala., mem- 
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ber of the Board of Revenue, Jef¬ 
ferson County, Ala., recently sent in 
his dues for the current year. Mr. 
Culverhouse is a Scottish Rite Mason, 
Shriner, and belongs to the Exchange 
Club, American Association of En¬ 
gineers, Birmingham Eng i n e e r s’ 
Club. Since 1926 he has been a 
member of the Jefferson County 
Board of Revenue. 

1910 

W. L. Harmon, mechanical super¬ 
intendent of the National Biscuit Co., 
returned to the campus on April 29. 
His address is 1301 Glenwood Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

While studying electrical engineer¬ 
ing at Auburn, he played left tackle 
on the football teams of 1908-’09-’10. 
To Mr. Harmon goes the honor of 
never having been withdrawn from 
a game or taken off the team for the 
three years. 

After leaving college he took grad¬ 
uate work in the General Electric 
course. For eight years thereafter 
he was inspector, engineer, and chief 
engineering inspector of the Panama 
Canal. For two years Mr. Harmon 
did construction work with the West- 
inghouse Corporation, and for seven 
years he has been with the National 
Biscuit Company as mechanical sup¬ 
erintendent. 

Visiting here on the campus and 
looking over the college, Mr. Har¬ 
mon saw many changes and met 
many old friends. He promises to 
come back next Alumni Day, May 18, 
and join the festivities of that oc¬ 
casion. 

1911 

Correspondence has been forward¬ 
ed to the Alumni Office recently 
concerning the appointment of Lu¬ 
ther Fuller as Auburn representative 
at the inauguration of Dr. Harry 
Woodburn Chase as president of the 
University of Illinois, on May 1. 

Mr. Fuller graduated from Auburn 
in agriculture, and since that time 
has held a number of prominent posi¬ 
tions in his field. He has at various 
times been agricultural teacher in 
high school, county agricultural 
agent, and agricultural agent for the 
Southern Railway in several southern 
states. He has been general agri¬ 
cultural agent of the Erie Railroad 
and the Chicago and Eastern Illinois 
Railway. 

At present Mr. Fuller is general 
industrial and agricultural agent for 
the Chicago and Eastern Illinois Rail- 
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way, and may be addressed in care 
of this railway at Danville, Ill. 

1915 

J. A. Simms is in charge of the 
new' United States dairy and live¬ 
stock experiment station at Lewis- 
burg, Tennessee, established to serve 
the livestock industry of Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Alabama. The new 
station has 478 acres of limestone- 
bluegrass soil, bought by the Federal 
Government and the State of Tenn¬ 
essee for $100,000. 

1920 

Lamar Cantelon LeBron is now 
with the Hercules Powder Co., Wil¬ 
mington, Del., acting as Agricultural 
Engineer for that firm. 

Prof. D. G. Sturkie, of the agron¬ 
omy division of the School of Agri¬ 
culture, has gone to Michigan State 
College at East Lansing to spend 
three months, during which he will 
complete his resident work for the 
degree of doctor of philosophy. He 
was granted leave for three months 
to pursue his studies, at the end of 
which he will return to Auburn. 

Ex-’20 

“Riding the skies on an errand of 
mercy, the famous army airplane, 
‘Question Mark’ arrived in Chicago 
on April 8, from Montgomery, Ala., 
carrying Capt. Edward R. Wren, 
enroute from his home in Talla¬ 
dega, Ala., to Rochester, Minn., for 
medical treatment. 

“Capt. Wren, hero of the famous 
Rainbow Division during the World 
War, is suffering from a stomach ail¬ 
ment. Recently his condition be¬ 
came so serious physicians decided 
on an immediate trip to the Mayo 
Clinic at Rochester. The Army Air 
Corps placed the plane at his disposal 
after receiving an appeal from the 
American Legion. 

“The tri-motored plane, famous 
for a refueling endurance flight in 
California, was piloted by Lieut. John 
W. Persons. Capt. Wren, who was 
making the trip on stretcher, was 
accompanied by his father. Dr. A. 
B. Wren, and an army sergeant. 

“The plane landed here at 4:55 p. 
m., averaging slightly more than 100 
miles an hour on the flight from 
Montgomery. Capt. Wren was tak¬ 
en to a hotel pending resumption of 
the trip tomorrow.” 

1921 

L. N. Bickerstaff, 14433 Eberhart 
Ave., Columbus, Ga., visited the 
Alumni Office on March 17, gave 
his check for dues and made a good 
report about the local club of his 
city. Mr. Bickerstaff is a member 
of the S. A. E. fraternity, vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Columbus club, a mem¬ 
ber of the firm Dixie Brick Co. 

(Continued on page 13) 



FRANK DuBOSE ’29 


F rank DuBOSE ’ 29 , now teach¬ 
ing and coaching athletics at the 
Tallassee (Ala.) High School, is mak¬ 
ing a remarkable record. Mrs. Du- 


Bose ’28 is also on the Tallassee fac¬ 
ulty and is likewise doing her work 
with distinction. 

During 1929 and 1930 the Tal¬ 
lassee football team lost only one 
game. His basketball team was run¬ 
ner-up for the district championship 
at Auburn, and went to the second 
round in the State tournament in 
Tuscaloosa. This year’s edition of 
the Tallassee Basketeers played 25 
high school games and won 21 of 
them. Their game average was 30 
points, and they held their oppon¬ 
ents to an average of 16 points per 
game. In fact, only 7 opponent’s 
teams went above 20 points! 

The Tigers, district champions this 
time, again won the right to go to 
the State tournament in Tuscaloosa, 
where they lost to Geraldine, the new 
State champs, 23-28. The 1930 foot¬ 
ball team did not lose a game in their 
Alabama high school tilts, scoring 
323 points to 58 for their opponents. 
LaGrange High, in Georgia, was the 
only team to defeat Tallassee. 

It might be interesting to note 
here that 5 of the 16 teams in the 
State Basketball Tournament had 
Auburn graduates as coaches: the 
champions, Geraldine, were coached 
by Guy O’Brien ’27; Wedowee, by 
William M. Burt ’30; Foley, by 
Thurston Adams ’28; Goodwater, by 
Rupert Ingram ’29; and Tallassee, 
coached by Frank DuBose ’29. 
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(Continued from page 12) Felix Persons Thigpen, Auburn, 

His company sold largely the brick Ala., is resident engineer of the Ken- 

used for the new Textile, Chemistry, tucky State Highway Dept., Barbour- 

and Animal Husbandry buildings re- ville, Ky. 1925 

cently erected on the campus. About The present address of Murdoc V. 
twenty residences in Auburn and the White is Notasulga, Ala. 
new High School building are using 1926 

the brick from ‘his company. Felix P. Jones has recently com- 

He is a member of the well known pleted the flying course at Kelly 

Bickerstaff family of Columbus. Field, Texas, and has received his 

Hugh Bickerstaff ’93, his cousin, was commission as a second lieutenant, 

a distinguished football player and jjg jg now stationed at Mitchell Field, 

is a successful business man of Long Island. 


1928 

S. S. Tatum was a visitor on the 
Auburn campus March 27. He had 
recently received his commission as 
second lieutenant in the Air Corps, 
following his successful completion 
of a course at Kelly Field, Texas. He 
will be stationed at Langley Field, 
Virginia. 

Douglas Copeland, son of Mayor 
and Mrs. W. D. Copeland of Auburn, 
has moved from Auburn to Dothan 
where he is engaged in sanitary 
health work with the State Depart¬ 
ment of Health. Mrs. Copeland and 
the baby joined him there recently. 
While in Auburn Mr. Copeland was 
with his father in the grocery busi¬ 
ness. 

1929 

Frank Tuxworth is teacher and 
coach at Inverness, Miss. At Au¬ 
burn he was on both football and 
track teams. 

1930 

E. D. Shannon, who was commis¬ 
sioned second lieutenant in the Air 
Corps, after finishing a course at 
Kelly Field, is now stationed at Lang¬ 
ley Field, Virginia. 

Ex-’31 

James B. Majure, Box 447, Fort 
Valley, Ga., is now an entomologist, 

U. S. D. A. 

^ IN MEMORIAM ^ 

Ex-’98 

Mrs. Walter A. Henson has for- 


Columbus. 

Frank E. Bell writes that he ac¬ 
cidently met Shelby Martin ’20 in 
Philadelphia recently. He saw a 
notice posted in the drafting room 
and engineer’s office that a lecture 
and demonstration of G. E. switch- 
gear were to be given in one of the 
hotels. Not knowing who the lectur¬ 
er was to be, he went over to the 
meeting and found Shelby Martin on 
the job explaining intricate forms of 
rupturing circuits in oil switches. 
Not having seen each other in many 
years, they later had a delightful 
visit. Mr. Bell says there are a num¬ 
ber of Auburn men in South Phila¬ 
delphia with General Electric. 

1922 

James H. Ingle, B.S., is at present 
located at 408 South Appletree St., 
Dothan, Ala. 

1923 

J. T. Watt is now working for the 
U. S. Agricultural Department in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. His address there 
is Box 340. 

Fletcher Edward Miller, 918 South 
Rome Ave., Tampa, Fla., is assistant 
manager of the H. C. Nutting Co., 
of that city. 
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the library. Mr. Henson’s address has 
been The House on the Ridge, Sig¬ 
nal Mountain, Tenn., and our letter 
is forwarded from there. 

1905 

We are sorry to announce the re¬ 
cent passing (date not known) of 
Mrs. Ralph Dudley, 20 East 9th St., 
N. Y. Our tenderest sympathy is ex¬ 
tended to Ralph. 

WEDDINGS 

AND ENGAGEMENTS 

V_ / 

Ex-’23 

“For several years the editor of 
this paper has gamboled over the in¬ 
tellectual panorama as free and unre¬ 
strained as a young goat capering 
over the roof of a barn—chewing on 
yonder idea, sampling this and nib¬ 
bling at that. 

“But the tenacious hoofs have been 
shorn—and, if you’ll pardon the mix¬ 
ed metaphors, the gag has been ad¬ 
justed and a censor appointed. 

“Sunday we stood peacefully be¬ 
fore a preacher while he locked on the 
handcuffs and riveted on the shack- ^ 
les. The co-defendant on whose slim 
shoulders fell a share of the life sen¬ 
tence was Miss Lois Patterson, of 
Clayton, the epitome of God’s love¬ 
liest gifts to cussed mankind.”—Jul¬ 
ian Hall in The Dothan Eagle. 

1927 

Saturday, March 28, Louis Frazer 
Driver was married to Miss Alice 
Bradford of Chicago in that city. 
They announce their future address 
as 5427 Kenwood Ave., Chicago, af¬ 
ter May 15. 


Special ’28 

Mr. and Mrs. William Coleman 
Bentley announce the marriage of 
their daughter, Jessie Amelia, to 
Alexander Klososki on Saturday, 
March 28, 1931, at high-noon at West 
Point, Ga. 


Class Unknown 

Dr. Joseph Schwarz, 52, an active 
Mobile physician for 20 years and a 
brother of Mayor Leon Schwarz, died 
of a heart attack at Mobile in March. 

Dr. Schwarz was made a retired 
captain in the Medical Corps of the 


Army following World War service. 
He was a graduate of Marion Mili¬ 
tary Institute, Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, at Auburn, Tulane Univer¬ 
sity, and a medical college, in Vien¬ 
na, Austria. 


FLYING MISHAPS ANALYZED— 

(Continued from page 4) 

possible, and then endeavor to 
straighten out its remaining short¬ 
comings with apparatus and instru¬ 
ments. To accomplish the latter, 
various classes of devices have been 
developed. The anti-stalling devices 
developed to date fall roughly into 
three classes: first, those whose 
function is to render stalling impos¬ 
sible; second, those devised to im¬ 
prove control near the stall; and a 
third class whose purpose is to make 
the stall harmless by keeping control 
after its occurrence and thereby pre¬ 
venting spinning. 

“A device brought out by Dr. 
Rehrbach in Europe to prevent stall¬ 
ing employs a horizontal vane sus¬ 
pended in the air stream on the 
plane’s tail. It is so attached that 
it controls the gear ratio between 
the control switch and the elevators 
in such a way that the elevator move¬ 
ment resulting from a given force 
applied to the control stick is reduced 
as the angle of attack is increased. 

Prevents Stalling 

“This reduction reaches a point 
just before the stalling angle where 
the elevator becomes entirely inop¬ 
erative, thus making further increase 

(Continued on page 16) 
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GREETINGS TO ALUMNI! 

REAL ESTATE 

AND 

INSURANCE 
WM. HARDIE, Agent 

Next to Western Union 

Box 324 AUBURN, ALA. | 


r -N 

4 AUBURN PLAYERS 

GET TRIALS AS PROS 

Four members of Auburn 
College’s 1930 baseball team 
have deserted the simon pure 
ranks to play professional base¬ 
ball this summer, Jim Craw¬ 
ford, outfielder, and Ben New¬ 
ton, first baseman, have signed 
with the New Orleans Pelicans. 
Ray Prim, pitcher who was 
farmed out to Greensboro last 
year, expects to catch on with 
the Cardinals this year, and 
Pitcher Buck Carter is trying 
out with the Athletics. 

L----^ 

TOUCHING TRIBUTE 

PAID TO MEMORY OF 

MRS. CHAS. R. HIXON 

OUCHING tribute was. paid to 
the late Mrs. Charles R. Hixon 
in a paper prepared by Mrs. Letitia 
D. Ross and read before the recent 
meeting of the Admiral Semmes 
Chapter United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. Mrs. Hixon was presi¬ 
dent of the Chapter at the time of 
her death on January 27. 

The memorial to Mrs. Hixon fol¬ 
lows: “The Admiral Semmes Chapter, 
U. D. C., and hosts of friends 
throughout Alabama, were shocked 
and saddened on the morning of 
January 27th when the announce¬ 
ment was made that Hassie Terrell 
Hixon had passed away in a Mont¬ 
gomery hospital after a brief illness. 

“Funeral services were held at her 
house. Rev. R. B. McGehee officiat¬ 
ing. She was laid to rest in the Au¬ 
burn cemetery, beneath a bank of 


flowers, to await the morning of the 
resurrection. The week following a 
memorial service was held by the 
Methodist Missionary Society, at 
which beautiful tributes were paid 
to this member and friend, 

“Mrs. Hixon, the daughter of Dr, 
and Mrs. E. W. Terrell, was born in 
Cullman, Ala. She had lived in Au¬ 
burn since her early childhood, re¬ 
ceived her education here in the city 
schools and in the Alabama Polytech¬ 
nic Institute. 

“She was married in 1916, in Au¬ 
burn, Ala., to Prof. Charles R. Hixon. 
She is survived by her mother, Mrs. 
Delia Avary Terrell; a sister, Mrs. 


Annie Terrell Basore; a brother, P. 
A. Terrell of Birmingham; her hus¬ 
band, Prof. Hixon, and two children, 
Emily, age 11 years, and Charles 
Hixon, Jr., 8 years of age. 

“Here at this Memorial hour when 
we meet to pay the tribute of love 
and remembrance to our dearly-loved 
president, and to think of what she 
had meant to this organization, and 
to all of us, we realize that life 
to her was very full, a busy and in¬ 
teresting engagement. 

“She gave her time, her support, 
her unusual talents, and her influ¬ 
ence to many good causes that grew 
and flourished under her magic 
touch. 

“In addition to many other offices, 
she was, at the time of her death, 
president of the Auburn Alumnae 
Association of the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute. She was interested 
in the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Federation of Clubs; 
in the Parent Teachers’ Association 
in which she was a district chairman, 
in Welfare work, in the community 
betterment. 

“Though she has gone on before 
us, her spirit will ever linger with us 
and as our former leader she will con¬ 
tinue to influence and encourage us. 

“She was ever faithful to all trusts. 
In the very bloom of life she was 
taken from us, but she has left be¬ 
hind a fragrance that will linger to 
sweeten many lives and to bless and 
encourage all who knew her.” 
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FLYING MISHAPS 

(Continued from page 14) 

of angle of incidence, with the result¬ 
ing stall, impossible. The appliance 
has become considerably refined and 
extensively flight-tested, but the dis¬ 
advantage of having the elevators be¬ 
come inoperative in a slow glide to a 


landing, with the resulting lack of 
response when the pilot pulls the 
stick back to level out, has prevent¬ 
ed its use becoming general. 

“The second class of accident giv¬ 
en in the analysis is that of engine 
failure, to which the blame of twen¬ 
ty-eight per cent of the mishaps in 
1929 was attributed. Power plants 
are rapidly becoming more reliable, 
and this percentage due to engine 
failure is certain to be greatly re¬ 
duced this year. Engine failure may 
lead to several types of mishaps. It 
may cause a forced landing on bad 
ground, or the pilot, while concen¬ 
trating on the difficulty of landing, 
may inadvertently stall. 

“Another infrequent misfortune 
associated with engine failure is fire, 
which may result from abrupt engine 
stoppage or because of breaking of 
engine parts or installation. The first 
type of mishap is eliminated in the 
case of modern multi-engined planes 
that can maintain a level flight ful¬ 
ly loaded, with one engine inopera¬ 
tive. The remedy for inadvertent 
stalling is found in the wing slot or 
other stall-preventing devices. In 
the last case, the fire-extinguishing 
system is tried, and if found inad¬ 
equate parachutes must be used.” 

Dan S. Denton, former Auburn 
man, has been re-appointed city man- 
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ager for Gainesville, Ga., for his 

third consecutive year. 

He has been a resident of Gaines¬ 
ville for thirty years, going there im¬ 
mediately after leaving Auburn. He 
has aided the city materially in her 
roadbuilding projects, and his knowl¬ 
edge of civil engineering now aids 
him in the city airport construction. 
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TOOMER’S 

S. L. “Shell’' Toomer ’93 is still in business at the same 
old place where you used to “hang around” 
as a college boy 

We Hope to See You in Auburn on 
Alumni Day, May 18 


S. L. TOOMER, Druggist 
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